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Draft: Clean Air for Schools headteacher letter for parents

Dear [school/ head teacher name],
As a parent of one of your pupils, I want to raise with you my concerns around air pollution levels in and around the school grounds and share some findings regarding the detrimental impact this is having on our children’s health and ability to learn. I have included a link to the Clean Air for Schools Framework and ask that you consider adopting and enforcing the recommended steps to help address this urgent issue?
Children are more vulnerable to the effects of air pollution; it not only impacts their health but also their ability to learn. The damage can start in the womb and carry on through to old age.
It has become clear to me that if we don’t take steps to tackle air pollution, we are doing our children a disservice. It is important to me that my child has the best possible learning environment, which is why I strongly urge you to take demonstrable and urgent steps towards tackling air pollution in and around [insert schools name]. 
With this in mind, I want to bring the Clean Air for Schools Framework to your attention, created by the Philips Foundation and Global Action Plan (the charity behind Clean Air Day). This is a free online tool that helps schools create an individual plan to combat air pollution in and around the school gates. All the Framework’s recommended actions are supported by existing research, including the University of Manchester, and has been backed by the National Education Union and the National Federation of Head Teachers' Associations (NAHT).
As I’m sure you can agree, as we return to our lives every child deserves the right to learn in a safe working environment and therefore I hope you find the Framework materials helpful. I look forward to seeing what positive [insert schools name] will take to tackle this pressing issue. 
Framework link: https://www.transform-our-world.org/programmes/clean-air-for-schools 
 
Kind regards,
Your Name here 



To get involved in Clean Air Day and learn more about the part you can play visit cleanairday.org.uk or search #CleanAirDay. Due covid-19, please ensure that any activities you undertake meet with your government’s guidelines.
Clean Air Day is coordinated by © Global Action Plan on behalf of over 250 Supporter organisations.  
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You may have already experienced social distancing requirements at the 


school gate to cause children and parents to spill out into the road making 


vehicle restrictions on school s


treets an urgent safety need.


 


Enter school streets.


 


 


How to apply for a school street?


 


Write to your local authority 


to request a school s


treet. You can copy and 


paste the text below adding in your details 


 


Dear [inset councillors name here]


 


[Insert name of school here] are writing to apply for a school street to be 


implemented on [insert name of road at the school gates here] as soon as 


possible. This request is of critical importance now as social distancing 


requirements at the school gate c


ause children and parents to spill out into 


the road making vehicle restrictions on school streets an urgent safety need. 


 


[insert name of school here] is an ideal candidate for a school street as we 


are located in a pollution hotspot. Limiting vehicle acc


ess will maintain 


current lower levels of air pollution and allow the growing numbers of 


students who want to walk and cycle to do so safely. This provides a double 


benefit to children’s health. 


 


In contrast if families do not feel it is safe enough for th


eir children to walk or 


cycle to school, we may see a surge in car travel due to advice to avoid 
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